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Director:  Kevin Shea, Administrator 
Department:  Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Parent Agency: Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services (Headquarters) 

 

 

History & Mission:  The foundation for APHIS was built in 1883 when USDA’s Commissioner 

established the Veterinary Division which soon became the Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI), created to 
promote livestock disease research, enforce animal import regulations and regulate the interstate movement 

of animals.  Regulatory activities to protect U.S. crops began with the 1912 Plant Quarantine Act and the 

establishment of the Federal Horticultural Board.  In 1947, the BAI became a part of the USDA and, in 1953, 
the functions of the BAI and the various plant health bureaus became part of USDA’s Agricultural Research 

Service (ARS).   In 1971, the animal and plant regulatory functions were separated from ARS to become an 
entity known as the Animal and Plant Health Services (APHS) and, in 1972, the meat and poultry inspection 

divisions of the Consumer and Marketing Service (later known as the Agricultural Marketing Service) were 

added to APHS (putting the “I” into APHIS).    

APHIS is a multi-faceted agency with a broad mission area that includes protecting and promoting U.S. 
agricultural health, regulating genetically engineered organisms, administering the Animal Welfare Act and 

carrying out wildlife damage management activities.  APHIS aims to protect American animals, plants, and the 
agricultural industry by offering:  protection from invasive non-native plants, animals, insects, and diseases; 

monitoring and management of existing agricultural pests and diseases; resolution and management of trade 

issues related to animal or plant health; and prevention or cessation of the inhumane treatment of animals. 
 

 
 

 

 

Maryland Employees:  1,124 

 

 

4700 River Road 

Riverdale, Maryland 20737 

301-734-7776 

Prince George’s County 

www.aphis.usda.gov 

 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
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Divisions 

  

 

Resources 

Acquisition Forecast 

Doing Business  
Small Business Outreach 

Subcontracting Information 
 

Branches and Contacts 

Office of the Administrator 

4700 River Road 

Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
 

Kevin Shea, Administrator 

202-799-7017 
Kevin.a.shea@aphis.usda.gov 

 

 

Legislative and Public Affairs  

4700 River Road 

Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
 

Bethany Jones, Deputy Administrator 

202-799-7030 
Bethany.x.jones@aphis.usda.gov 
 

 

Procurement 

Butler Square 

100 North 6th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612-336-3200 
 

4700 River Road 
Riverdale, MD  20737 

Howard Price, Director 

Acquisition & Asset Management 
 Division 

301-851-2678 
 

 
 

Herbert Suber, Contracting Branch 

Chief 
Herbert.suber@dm.usda.gov 

301-851-2687 
 

 

 

 

 

Animal Care Program 

Biotechnology Regulatory Services Program 

International Services and Trade Support Team 

Program 

Plant Protection and Quarantine Program 

Veterinary Services Program 

Wildlife Services Program 

https://www.dm.usda.gov/smallbus/forecast.htm
https://www.dm.usda.gov/smallbus/doing-business-usda.htm
https://www.dm.usda.gov/smallbus/vos.htm
http://www.dm.usda.gov/smallbus/subcontracting.htm

